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most, that are the true test of the
strength of our democracy. So I hope
that the next President will carefully
review the many recommendations
that have been presented, because the
future of our democracy depends on it.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan is recog-
nized.

Mr. LEVIN. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. LEVIN pertaining
to the introduction of S. 3577 are print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.”)

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUPREME COURT POLICE ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 956, S. 3296.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3296) to extend the authority of
the United States Supreme Court Police to
protect court officials off the Supreme Court
Grounds and change the title of the Adminis-
trative Assistant to the Chief Justice.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr LEAHY. Mr. President, before the
Senate is important legislation I intro-
duced months ago to extend for 5 years
the authority of the U.S. Supreme
Court Police to protect Supreme Court
Justices when they leave the Supreme
Court grounds. Senator SPECTER co-
sponsored this measure with me. We
have extended the Court police’s au-
thority to protect Justices before, the
last time in 2004. This authority ex-
pires at the end of this year.

This is exactly the type of bill that
should pass by unanimous consent
without delay. I hotlined the bill and it
was cleared on the Democratic side of
the Senate for passage months ago, but
I was told that there was a Republican
objection. Although I would prefer to
pass this measure clean, Senator KYL
has insisted on adding an amendment.
I will consent to this amendment be-
cause this bill needs to pass to extend
the Supreme Court police’s authority.
The time for passage is now, without
further delay.
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Kyl amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to; the bill,
as amended, be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 5645) was agreed
to as follows:

(Purpose: To provide for a limitation on ac-
ceptance of honorary club memberships by
justices and judges)

At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON ACCEPTANCE OF HON-

ORARY CLUB MEMBERSHIPS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) GIFT.—The term ‘‘gift’’ has the meaning
given under section 109(5) of the Ethics in
Government Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(2) JUDICIAL OFFICER.—The term ‘‘judicial
officer’” has the meaning given under section
109(10) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(b) PROHIBITION ON ACCEPTANCE OF HON-
ORARY CLUB MEMBERSHIPS.—A judicial offi-
cer may not accept a gift of an honorary club
membership with a value of more than $50 in
any calendar year.

The bill (S. 3296), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and pased,
as follows:

S. 3296

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT

POLICE AND COUNSELOR TO THE
CHIEF JUSTICE.

(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED
STATES SUPREME COURT POLICE TO PROTECT
COURT OFFICIALS OFF THE SUPREME COURT
GROUNDS.—Section 6121(b)(2) of title 40,
United States Code, is amended by striking
2008’ and inserting ‘2013°.

(b) COUNSELOR TO THE CHIEF JUSTICE.—

(1) OFFICE OF FEDERAL JUDICIAL ADMINIS-
TRATION.—Section 133(b)(2) of title 28, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘admin-
istrative assistant’” and inserting ‘Coun-
selor”.

(2) JUDICIAL OFFICIAL.—Section 376(a) of
title 28, United States Code, is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)(E), by striking ‘‘an ad-
ministrative assistant’”” and inserting ‘‘a
Counselor’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)(E), by striking ‘‘an ad-
ministrative assistant” and inserting ‘‘a
Counselor’’.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE CHIEF
JUSTICE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 677 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended—

(i) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Assistant’’ and inserting ‘‘Coun-
selor’’;

(ii) in subsection (a)—

(D in the first sentence, by striking ‘“‘an
Administrative Assistant’” and inserting ‘‘a
Counselor’’; and

(IT) in the second and third sentences, by
striking ‘‘Administrative Assistant’> each
place that term appears and inserting
““‘Counselor’’; and

(iii) in subsections (b) and (c), by striking
“Administrative Assistant’” each place that
term appears and inserting ‘“‘Counselor”.

(B) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 45 of title 28, United States
Code, is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 677 and inserting the fol-
lowing:

“‘677. Counselor to the Chief Justice.”.

S9459

SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON ACCEPTANCE OF HON-
ORARY CLUB MEMBERSHIPS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) GIFT.—The term ‘‘gift’’ has the meaning
given under section 109(5) of the Ethics in
Government Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(2) JUDICIAL OFFICER.—The term ‘‘judicial
officer’” has the meaning given under section
109(10) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(b) PROHIBITION ON ACCEPTANCE OF HON-
ORARY CLUB MEMBERSHIPS.—A judicial offi-
cer may not accept a gift of an honorary club
membership with a value of more than $50 in
any calendar year.

———

EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT INCOME
SECURITY ACT OF 1974

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 2851 and the Senate
proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2851) to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, the
Public Health Service Act, and the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that depend-
ent students who take a medically necessary
leave of absence do not lose health insurance
coverage, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2851) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

QI PROGRAM SUPPLEMENTAL
FUNDING ACT OF 2008

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Finance Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 3560 and the Senate
proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so order.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3560) to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide additional
funds for the qualifying individual (QI) pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read
three times, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table; that
any statements related to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3560) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:
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